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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Members,

Hello everyone, my name is Jimmie Blevins, and I am honored and privileged to be able to serve as
the president of the Ohio Cemetery Association for 2026. I would like to thank all my predecessors
Scott Harmon our 2025 president, and others like Paul O’Brien, Scott Wright, Kirk Roberts, the list
goes on and on. To be able to fill the shoes these others have filled over the years is truly an
honor. I owe special thanks to Jan Burrowes who encouraged me to join the board a while ago.

I started in the cemetery business back in 1988 with Union Cemetery Association as a seasonal
helper and now fast forward to 2025 I am now the General Manager. I held various positions with
the company over the years. January of 2018 is when I officially took over the role of GM.

I was born in Newark, Ohio, graduated from Newark High School, then later went to Mansfield
Business College and Career Com College of Business. I have 3 great kids, 2 dachshunds named
Cosmo and Mazey and a onery silky terrier named Oliver.

I am also a member of the Ohio Cemetery Dispute Resolution committee, pending my renewal by
the Governor to serve another term.

I would also like to announce that Jan Burrowes has retired from the Ohio Cemetery Association
and Marilyn Brandt has taken her place. I cannot say enough about Jan. She has been the
backbone of the OCA for as long as I can remember. Her hard work and dedication and countless
hours that she has spent to make the OCA successful. I ask that anyone out there who would like
to say a few words about Jan and all her hard work over the years please do so. We will post it on
our website and possibly if we can accommodate it we may be able to upload videos from any
OCA members or friends of Jan who would just like to send a shoutout to Jan. Jan you will be
greatly missed but you and Dave have earned this time to finally relax and have fun. You know we
are all only a phone call, email lunch invite or dinner invite away with any of us. This past
December 2025, Scott Harmon, Stan Spitler and I drove to Jan’s house and presented her with a
lifetime achievement award.

I look forward to the challenges ahead and to learn as upcoming president.

I am also excited to host the Annual Convention in Columbus, Ohio in August of 2026.

Sincerely,
Jimmie J. Blevins
2026 OCA President
General Manager
Union Cemetery Association
3349 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, Ohio 43202
Jimmie.blevins@unioncemeterycolumbus.com
(614) 267-5471 office (614) 648-1967 cell
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OUTGOING MESSAGE
Dear Members of the Ohio Cemetery Association,

As my term as President of the Ohio Cemetery
Association (OCA) draws to a close, I find myself
reflecting on the progress we have made together over
the past year. It has been a great honor to serve this
professional organization and to work alongside
dedicated cemeterians throughout the state.

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to our
current board members. Your continued support,
dedication, and willingness to volunteer your time
have been the bedrock of our success. Our association
remains strong because of your commitment to
legislative advocacy, professional development, and
the high ethical standards that define our industry.

Throughout 2025, we successfully navigated evolving
trends in the death care industry and provided
valuable resources through our Annual Conference. I
am confident that as I transition into the role of Past
President, the incoming leadership will continue to
move this organization forward with the same wisdom
and integrity.

Thank you for the privilege of leading this association. I
look forward to seeing our collective efforts continue
to flourish in 2026 and beyond.

Sincerely,

Scott J. Harmon
Outgoing President, Ohio Cemetery Association
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OCA NEWS
Employee Recognition and Awards – It’s not too late to get your nominations in by February 1st! This year,
the OCA Board has decided to “pause” the in-person sales achievement and special employee recognition
awards banquet to evaluate how best to host and present these awards in the future. In lieu of the banquet, we
plan to recognize your staff members who have excelled and achieved great things in 2025 on the OCA website
and with a full OCA membership email. The winners of each category will receive a complimentary plaque
thanks to Coldspring Granite and Dave England. Those who are runners up in each category can receive a
plaque for a small fee.

Below is the category explanation for your reference to determine which is appropriate for your staff
member(s). There are 4 sales categories and 1 employee recognition category. Please submit your completed
form back to Marilyn Brandt, OCA Secretary, oca.brandt@gmail.com, by February 1 to ensure enough time for
processing. We plan to ship the awards to you in February.

Membership Dues Renewal – If you have not renewed your membership, please remit payment at your
earliest convenience. You can renew your membership by credit card on the OCA website,
ohiocemeteryassociation.com ; or by using the form located below. If you would like an invoice to be sent to
you, send me an email with that request.

Change of Address and Contact – Please change your records, including your accounting/finance department,
to show the OCA’s new address:

11555 Wilson Mills Rd
Chardon, OH 44024
Oca.brandt@gmail.com
440-290-9437
Secretary-Treasurer Marilyn Brandt

Suppliers – Advertise in the OCA Newsletter! Get your company name and message out to members at a
reasonable price and help support the OCA. The newsletter is sent out digitally to all members four times a year
and posted on the OCA website. See the rates below.

OCA Cemetery Lawbook Update
Protecting Cemeteries Through Legislative Advocacy
One of the most significant benefits of OCA membership is the association’s ongoing investment in legal
oversight. Every year, the OCA pays thousands of dollars in legal fees to monitor, interpret, and respond to
state legislation that affects cemetery operations. This work ensures that members stay informed about new
laws, regulatory changes, and compliance obligations without having to shoulder the cost or complexity
individually.

For many cemeteries, keeping up with legal updates on their own would be overwhelming. OCA’s advocacy and
legal review provide peace of mind and a reliable source of accurate, up-to-date information.
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continued...

Updated Legal Resources at No Extra Cost
In the past, cemeteries purchased printed booklets containing cemetery laws. These materials were expensive
and frequently outdated by the time they arrived. The Association has not assembled a booklet in over a
decade, so we have approved a new publication this year, to be available this summer. Even now, the fee to
compile the information on a digital format costs the OCA $5,000.

The Board has voted that members receive free digital access to the latest legal information compilation as
part of their annual dues. This ensures that every cemetery, regardless of size or budget, has immediate access
to current laws and guidance without paying for separate publications. We hope the access to this knowledge
helps to strengthen our organization.
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SAVE THE DATE!
OCA Upcoming Event
Annual Convention / Field Day & Trade Show
August 3, 4, 5
Columbus, Ohio
Marriott Columbus OSU
3100 Olentangy River Rd
Field Day Host – Union Cemetery Association
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If you have any questions or would like to contribute to the OCA Journal contact:

Marilyn Brandt - OCA Secretary/Treasurer
oca.brandt@gmail.com
440-290-9437
Office:
11555 Wilson Mills Rd
Chardon, OH 44024

CONTACT US
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