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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Fellow Ohio Cemetery Association Members,
As we reflect on our recent gathering in Historic Youngstown, I
am filled with immense gratitude for your enthusiastic
participation and commitment to our association. It was truly
inspiring to see so many of you come together in a city with such
a rich legacy of industry and resilience.
Your presence and engagement are the lifeblood of the OCA, and
the conversations and connections made are what strengthen
our collective mission to uphold the highest standards of
cemetery care in Ohio. For that, I extend my sincerest thanks to
each of you.
A special note of appreciation goes to our valued vendors. Your
continued partnership and unwavering support are crucial to the
success of our events and the resources we provide. Your
innovative products and services help all of us serve our
communities better, and we thank you for your ongoing
dedication to the OCA.
Following the convention, I am thrilled to remind you all about
the launch of our new and improved association website! We
listened to your feedback and developed a platform that is more
user-friendly, providing you with easier access to resources and
information. We have also added a digital payment option to
streamline membership renewals and event registrations. I
encourage you to explore the new site and take advantage of
these convenient features.
As the leaves begin to turn and we approach the final months of
the year, it is also a timely opportunity to review your workers'
compensation programs. The deadline for private employers to
apply for the group rating program is the Monday before
Thanksgiving (See attached article). The Ohio Cemetery
Association continues to partner with Sedgwick, our third-party
administrator, to help you navigate these important decisions. If
you have any questions about your group rating or need
assistance with your workers' compensation program, please do
not hesitate to contact our dedicated team at Sedgwick and read
the attached article.
Thank you again for making our time in Youngstown so
memorable. I look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Sincerely,Scott J. Harmon President, Ohio Cemetery Association
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You’re invited: To the upcoming OCA Fall Maintenance Seminar

We are excited to offer a time of Learning, Connection, and Hospitality at Preble Memory Gardens
Cemetery.

This year, the OCA Fall Maintenance Seminar promises to be a highlight of our calendar, bringing together
professionals and enthusiasts for a day brimming with inspiration and camaraderie.

The upcoming event is more than just a seminar, it’s an experience. Our agenda is filled with engaging
presentations from skilled speakers, each ready to share valuable insights on cemetery maintenance,
industry trends, and innovative practices. Whether you’re a seasoned expert or new to the field, you’ll find
something to spark your curiosity and elevate your work.

This seminar isn’t just about listening, it’s about doing. Attendees will have the opportunity to witness
hands-on demonstrations, exploring the latest equipment and techniques that keep our cemeteries
beautiful and well cared for throughout the changing seasons. These sessions are designed to be
interactive, giving everyone a chance to ask questions, try new tools, and build confidence in their skills.

Beyond education, the OCA Fall Maintenance Seminar is a day to meet other fellow cemetery sextons,
owners and managers. The day will be filled with laughter, networking, and the forging of new friendships.
Take a break from your routine, exchange stories with colleagues, and discover fresh perspectives that can
transform your approach.

No seminar is complete without good food, and this one is no exception. Our goal is to ensure everyone
stays energized and satisfied as they enjoy the day’s events. The staff at Preble Memory Gardens is not only
proud to host this gathering but genuinely thrilled to welcome each and every guest. Their dedication to
creating a welcoming atmosphere will be felt in every detail, making the experience comfortable and
memorable for all.

Preble Memory Gardens serves as the perfect backdrop for our fall event. The staff’s enthusiasm and
commitment shine through their preparations, eager to make every attendee feel at home. As you arrive,
expect to be greeted with smiles, and a genuine sense of belonging. Let’s come together at the OCA Fall
Maintenance Seminar to embrace these values—learning from one another, celebrating our shared

purpose, and enjoying the warmth of community. We look forward to a fun-filled day, and we can’t wait to
welcome you to Preble Memory Gardens Cemetery. Register Now! See below for details and registration
form.

Eshelle L. Bales

OCA Board Member
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2025 OCA Convention informative and fun!
Elaine Russell
Walnut Grove and Flint Union Cemeteries
Worthington, Ohio
www.worthingtoncemetery.com

It seems like just yesterday that I moved from a job in the private sector to one with a government-owned
cemetery. Unlike many of you, my life’s dream was definitely not to work at a cemetery! No, I simply needed a
job…and fast. An acquaintance at the engineering firm which had laid me off was a member of the advisory
committee for Walnut Grove and Flint Union Cemeteries, and suggested I apply for an open position there. I
had no idea what working at a cemetery meant, but the kind-hearted and dedicated woman, who was retiring
and whose position I was assuming, taught me how to manage the cemetery funds and introduced me to the
level of care I’d be providing to our public. In 25 years I’ve grown from basic clerk duties of keeping accurate
cemetery and financial records and administering payroll, to managing multi-million dollar cemetery expansion
and development projects, the purchase, rehabilitation, and the federal registry of a house, on cemetery
property, that was a station on the Underground Railroad, and other visionary and far-reaching endeavors. All
while continuing the day-to-day operations and care for our public.

Early on in my career I began attending OCA (previously the OACS&O) conventions. I was warmly welcomed
and befriended by more kind-hearted and dedicated cemeterians and vendors, both new and long-timers in
the cemetery business. I attended wonderful sessions and talked with people who willingly shared their passion
for the industry. Over the years, I’ve learned about cemetery planning, digitization of records, websites, sales,
memorialization, and many other topics.

This year’s convention was no different! The convention started with an evening gathering with great food and
drinks and a time to meet with the dedicated group of vendors who not only provide much-needed services to
the cemetery industry, but who, through their business sponsorships, help make the conventions possible.
Vendors ranged from tree experts, various types of memorialization, records and website development,
equipment, and cemetery planning and architecture.

This year’s sessions included:

• Davey Tree representatives gave a presentation about the value, assets, and liabilities of trees.

• John Herzig, with Famous Endings, shared his passion for documenting and providing a place for
memorialization of individuals who have impacted many lives.

• Andy Sawan-Sedgwick of Sedgwick Claims Management Services spoke about claims review/
evaluations and safety issues.

• Dan Bird of Clearpoint Federal Bank & Trust spoke about investment strategies for cemeteries.

• Ohio Department of Commerce representatives provided an update on the Ohio Cemetery Dispute
Resolution Commission.

• Tim Long, Legal Counsel for the OCA, provided his regular and informative Legislative Update on
issues concerning cemeteries.
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Field Day was hosted by the Tod Homestead Cemetery. Their gracious hospitality included a wonderful lunch
and an opportunity to visit with field day vendors demonstrating large equipment, tree and pond services, and
many others. There was also time provided to tour the beautifully manicured and well-kept Tod Homestead
Cemetery grounds.

At the traditional Tuesday evening banquet, there was an opportunity to meet with vendors and visit with old
and meet some new friends. We all then when to the Past Time Arcade for a fun outing.

So if you didn’t join us this year—or if you did—put the OCA Convention on your calendar and in your budget
for next year! Bring your entire staff. You’ll be warmly welcomed! Be sure to look me up and say hello to this
old-timer who would love to connect with you. We can learn something new, hear about current innovations in
the industry, share some great food, have some laughs, meet other old-timers like me, and those who are new
to the industry.

Together, with assistance and support from the OCA, we’re dedicated, as my cemetery’s vision states, to
providing places that are respectful of the passing of life as well as its continuation, a peaceful environment in which
persons may grieve, meditate and be renewed, and a staff that provides high-quality cemetery services.

SAVE THE DATE!
Ohio Cemetery Association Convention
August 3-5, 2026
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THE IMPORTANCE OF
CONTINUING EDUCATION
In High School, our football coach Mr. Spoerl stressed the importance of being a lifelong learner. He would tell
the freshman football team that our lifetime education didn’t cease when we left Carroll HS. And when I
completed my Master degree I thought that I was completely finished with my education, never having to read
another book for work---- How shortsighted was that thought! Upon entering the cemetery industry I realized
that there was so much that I needed to learn and I found myself taking every opportunity with the Catholic
Cemetery Conference, ICCFA and OCA to grow professionally.

Fast forward five years and I had graduated from the CCC’s School of Leadership and Management Excellence
and received my CCCE in 2022. This past Spring I was promoted to Executive Director of Calvary Cemetery in
Dayton OH. Finally, I was finished with my education, or so I thought. Shortly thereafter, I was asked to instruct

at the CCC’s school at Notre Dame and I was terrified! Who am I to instruct cemetery leaders from throughout
the United States and Canada? However, I accepted the challenge and presented the following courses:
Cemetery Architecture and Design: Past, Present and Future, and, Community Based Marketing: It’s a Win, Win!,
each course being 3 hours in length.

This provided me the opportunity to continue to learn as I prepared my courses; spending so much time to
prepare all the while learning a new position at work. When the days finally arrived, I was still super nervous.
However, as the class time went by, I found myself struggling to complete the instruction in 3 hours; I had so
much to share with my fellow cemeterians! The discussions that followed class time provided me another
opportunity to learn from cemetery leaders. Overall, the experience was very rewarding and confirmed Mr.
Spoerl’s challenge to us high school freshmen to continue to be lifelong learners.

As we prepare to attend the annual OCA conference in Youngstown, I would encourage everybody to network
and share their personal stories. Each members lived experiences as cemeterians shared with OCA members
only makes us stronger and better able to respond to the challenges facing our industry! There is so much
cemetery wisdom present when we gather together for a convention. Never in a million years did I ever think
that a very shy, introverted cemeterian from Dayton OH would be asked to share my experiences on a national
stage after only a decade in the industry. Ohio in particular is a bright shining light among our industry; as I
spoke with individuals at Notre Dame they were surprised to find out that Ohio has two statewide associations
for networking, the Ohio Cemetery Association and Catholic Cemeteries of Ohio. We are truly blessed as a state
and I would encourage everyone to get involved with our state organizations so that we can continue to grow.
See you all in Youngstown for the OCA Convention!
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If you have any questions or would like to contribute to the OCA Journal contact:

Marilyn Brandt - OCA Secretary/Treasurer
oca.brandt@gmail.com
440-290-9437
Office:
11555 Wilson Mills Rd
Chardon, OH 44024

CONTACT US
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